
TESTINMONY OF ALYSON DOLAN 

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE 2/23/2022 

 Governor's Proposed FY 23 Budget Adjustments 

H.B. No. 5037 (COMM) AN ACT ADJUSTING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING 

JUNE 30, 2023 INCREASE FUNDING FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING CENTERS BY $1 MILLION 

DOLLARS 

 

My name is Alyson Dolan. I have worked as Deaf Services Advocate at Disabilities Network 

Eastern Connecticut (DNEC) for year. The work we do everyday changes people’s lives.  

The work we do is important for Deaf consumers. It is to help them achieve their goals. As their 

Deaf Services advocate is important to them because they have access to communicate with 

me in American Sign Language. I had work with Deaf consumers who uses ASL and need 

assistance to fill apartments, health insurance, and many other paperwork.   

When the pandemic hits, there were changes that does impact deaf community such as masks 

that are not able to read lips or write in piece of paper back and forth. DNEC had provide clear 

mask to help deaf consumers to have better communication. Also, a lot of appointments had to 

be done remotely.   For example, I had a consumer who need iPad tablet to carry around so he 

can attend his virtual doctors’ appointments and have ASL interpreters through Sorenson app.  

Also, another consumer who had request the need of hearing aids due to pandemic, he could 

not tell if people are talking because of the mask mandate. I was able to assist him to get 

hearing aids since his insurance will not cover it. He was happy and able to hear some sounds.    

I appreciate all the support that you do for Independent Living Centers (ILCs).   

I urge you to increase the funding for the ILCs by $1M dollars or more.   

 

Alyson Dolan  

 


